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Origins of Fertilitg Mgths

|
¥ These myt]ﬁs & cults develope& in the Neolithic Age

f‘ ngbolized & dealt with a”~impor’tant agricultural cycles of
. life & death (Fertilitg worship)

50 Like the creation of the universe, the feminine force of nature

is the source of the continual Pattem of renewal of animal &

| Plant life (hieros gamos)
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- lmPortancc—: waned with the rise cit3~states the cluring the
Archaic & early Classical Ages & the rise of Olgml:)ian cults
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- l:ertilitg cults remained at the centre of agricultural rural areas f.
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Decline of Olgmpic Roligion

+ Influence of the dominant Olgmpic Cults of the c:itg-states started to decline in

late Classical Poriocl.

1( » Concerned with the good of the community, city & citizenship, not the individual. |
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1: * Rapid globalization made the Hellenistic world a more cosmopolitan Place

- Your citg or vi”age was no longer the centre of the world any more.

B Pooplo needed Porsonal gocls that addressed their individual SPiritual needs in
g the raPic”g changing world.
|

| 2 Olgmpic gools were not concerned with human moralitg, salvation or afterlife.

:

‘* Zeus & fates controls human beings’ |ivos) eople had no free choice.
g O
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. Urban Greeks began to iml:)ort Forcign Near Eastern cults, which influenced the

clovolol:)ment of Greek roligion.
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Rise of the Mgsterg Religions

Mgs’cerg Religions were based on the myths of Fertilitg.

Provided rules to live !39 that Provicle the individual with

salvation form the sugering of life

I5 you follow the rules you will know exactlg what is

going to haPPen to you.

Worshil:) was an emotional & Personal expcrience not

intellectual

Mgsterg Cults became more Popular than Olgml:)ic
Cults
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What the M

35‘:@@ Cults OHered

» Personal Salvation, individual centred not community centred

. Thus) you were not s

Piri’tual &epenclent on the citg»—state

* Cults were intemational & not basecl on geographg

o Order out of chaos of multicultural global Vi”age

o Place of the individual in the big impersonal universe

* Union of the cult offered sense of community

* Self-centred & common belief no matter what nationalitg.

. SuPPort system & communitg in the global vi”age.




Mgs‘cc—:rg Cults

Inanna & Dumuzi (BabylorD

Isis & Osiris (‘.i’:ggpt)
Cgbele & Attis (Phrggia)

APhroclite & Adonis (Phoenicia)

Demeter & Persephone (Greece)




Demeter & Pcrse!:)honé

o Most other cults est. in E‘ggl:)t.

* Greeks saw female Fertilitg as a continuing force

of creation .
|
!

s No one female deitg, 50 aspects of {:ertili’tg
divided among ditferent gociclesses

s emetcr the closest to a single mother goclcless
* De (?) meter (mother)

. Daughter IS Persephoné aka Koré

* Homeric Hgmn to Demeter is the foundation of

the mgsterg cult of Demeter at Eleusis
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| Homeric Hymn to Demeter

- Persephoné is abducted bg Hades

B emcter travels to Eleusis, where she is found ]:)9 the daughters of the King &
{ Queen

» Sheis brought to the Palace & made the nanny of the infant Prince, Demophoén '
* Demeter is caught trying to make Demophoén immortal

'+ She reveals herself & instructs the People of Eleusis to establish her cult in their city |
“. * Demeter now withdraws her power from the land

» Hades offers a deal

| + She is reunited with Demeter but must spencl 7% of her time in Hades

:4 » Demeter understands & brings life back to the earth

'+ Demeter orders the king of Eleusis, Keleos to est. her cult & kel:)t the secret rights.

— - g
A R T T e - = T — Er——



it A Lo

Eleusinian Mysteries
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* Oldest temple to Demeteras
Eleusis, dating back to 1000
BHals

S

o Athenian tgrant Peisistratus
(c.600 BC) gainecl control of

Eleusis f

il = . Expanclecl the templc & made |

= y( it a Pan-Hellenic cult festival
+se sesee @phebes bring "holy things" to Athens _ /& {

sesseer e "Seaward Initiates” “i;;‘ 2 . ¢ . 1
+ |nitiates and "hol;!hmgs“ to Eleusis _i;:_—_"‘g ® Durlﬂg tl,-‘e ‘FCStl\/al a” ﬁg]"]tl ng
o —_ in Greece must stop.
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Cult secrets origina”g held

]33 2 aristocratic families of

Eleusis, the heirophants

(l’\igh Priests) ,.

Secret rituals still mostlg |

remain unknown

Public festivals are

Por’cragecl in literature & art |

This cult became the most

influential & Popular
mgs‘cery cult




, o Female/ Fertilitg sgmbolism llustrates an older form of

religion

( * A mother—goclcless agriculture religion

{

+ This religion clqangecl when the lndo—-’iuropeans

graplﬁeci their dominant O 9mPic god /eus religion

i

onto the older mother g0C dess re!igion

'« Mustery religions were a resurgence of this older
'+ Mystery relig g

| female/ Fertility religion

+ But nowit’s about thc rebirth omc your soul rather than
" the Earth
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>, Themes of the Storg of
Demeter & Perselghoné

1. ’F‘ertilitg ngbolism

2. Woman’s Coming of Age 53mboli5m

o SPiritual ngbolism




] F‘er’cilitg ngbolism

Agricultural metaphor

Persephone dies & goes to the underworld & is resurrected again,

representing the agricultural cgcle.

Women are :Jortraged the gi\/ers O{: lhce.

During Neo ithic hunter—-gatherer socleties, women Pemcectecl

agricultural arts.

Thus) feminine life cgcles & agricultural cgcles are linked

metaphorica”g.

lustrates the earlier Pre-historical agricultural function of the cult. |




2. Woman’s Coming of Age Sumbolism

< Persephone given to older unknown man
* New ?amilg & household

* Demeter experiences sel:)aration anxietg cnc a

mother

© Picking flowers common motif of losing sexual

innocence
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3. SPiri’tual ngbolism

o L oss of achild/child mortality

o | nevitabilitg of death
© Dyinggocl & Resurrection

© Persephone dies & £0es to the underworld & is
resurrected again, rePresenting the rebirth of the

individual soul

+ Reunion with the mother/ gocl of in the after life
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